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The university isn’t seeking legal fees 
from a woman who says she was raped, 
but it still wants her lawsuit dismissed

Eugene officials are expected to announce to-
day that Civic Stadium will be bought by a non-
profit group that wants to renovate the grandstand 
and use land on the property to build a Kidsports 
fieldhouse.

City Manager 
Jon Ruiz is ex-
p e c t e d  t o  i n -
form the Eugene 
School District 
that the Eugene 
C i v i c  A l l i a n ce 
has raised the 
$4.1 million that 
it needs to buy 
the shuttered sta-
dium and most of 
the 10-acre prop-
e r t y  f r o m  t h e 
school  distr ic t 
in late March or 
April, city spokes-
woman Jan Bohman said.

The Eugene School Board a year ago agreed to 
sell the 77-year-old stadium and adjacent land to 
the city. But the City Council preferred to let pri-
vate citizens lead the acquisition and stadium ren-

The University of Oregon on Thursday dropped 
its recent counterclaim to a federal civil rights law-
suit filed by a student who says she was raped by 
three UO basketball players.

In an updated response 
filed in U.S. District Court in 
Eugene on Thursday, the uni-
versity is no longer countering 
the victim’s lawsuit and is not 
asking the victim, or her at-
torneys, to pay what the UO has spent in attorney 
fees and other costs related to the case.

The move follows an online petition created 
this week that garnered more than 2,000 signa-
tures from students, alumni and professors, urg-
ing the UO to “stop suing rape survivors.”

UO Interim President Scott Coltrane said 
Thursday that the UO heard from “many differ-
ent people on campus, and we really wanted to 
get away from this distraction.”

Coltrane said the UO never intended to col-

By Edward Russo
The Register-Guard

By Josephine Woolington
The Register-Guard

UO drops 
claim 

against 
student

City expected 
to move ahead 
with Civic deal

Turn to CIVIC, Page A4

Turn to UO, Page A4

Tylenol dulled her headache the 
night of Jan. 14, but the University 
of Oregon freshman slept poorly at 

her off-campus apartment and peri-
odically vomited.

Her mother, who lives in Linn 
County, took her to an urgent care 
clinic after she was found to have a 
slight fever in the morning. The doctor 

suspected the flu and sent her home 
with advice to rest and drink fluids.

Less than 12 hours later, the 
19-year-old student would be clinging 
to life, rushed by ambulance to Ore-
gon Health & Science University in 
Portland as a massive bacterial infec-
tion ravaged her body. She was hem-
orrhaging, and her mother used a 
white towel to wipe away blood run-

ning from her nose and mouth.
“It was a horror movie,” her mother 

said. “Everything was unreal at that 
point, and it was fast. It was so fast.”

Christina suffered the first con-
firmed case in the outbreak of menin-
gococcemia on the UO campus that 
would later sicken two other students 

By Christian Hill
The Register-Guard

UO outbreak survivor recounts near-death ordeal
What initially looked like the flu took a fierce and rapid turn, 

leaving the 19-year-old woman hemorrhaging and clinging to life

Turn to SURVIVOR, Page A5

“It was a horror movie. Everything was unreal … . It was so fast.”
— MOTHER OF UO STUDENT WHO SURVIVED MENINGOCOCCEMIA
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BOOK LAUNCH
What: Danuta Pfeiffer, 
author of “Chiseled: 
A Memoir of Identity, 
Duplicity and Divine 
Wine,” will read and sign 
copies of the book

When: 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday.

Where: Pfeiffer Winery, 
25040 Jaeg Road, 
Junction City

Order: amazon.com or 
danutapfeiffer.com

BOOK OF REVELATIONS
Former televangelist’s tell-all holds nothing back

Paul Carter/The Register-Guard

Danuta Pfeiffer, former co-host of the 700 Club with televangelist Pat Robertson, has self-published her life story, 
“Chiseled,” which focuses in part on the difficult relationship she had with her father. She lives near Junction City.

Courtesy of Danuta Pfeiffer

700 Club co-hosts Ben Kinchlow, Danuta (Soderman) Pfeiffer and Pat 
Robertson evangelize from a Virginia Beach, Va., studio in the mid-1980s.

J
UNCTION CITY — Danuta Pfeiffer gestures 
with her arms across a patio table on the 
porch of her Tuscan-style home at Pfeiffer 
Vineyards on an unseasonably sunny Febru-
ary day.

She mimicks an old woman who once stood in 
a long, long line to ask Pfeiffer to heal her.

“Pat Robertson prayed for my arthritis! Jim 
and Tammy Faye Bakker prayed for my arthritis! 
Now you’re gonna pray for my arthritis!” Pfeiffer 
lampoons.

Those days are long past.
It’s been 27 years since Pfeiffer, then known as 

Danuta Soderman, was a co-host of “The 700 
Club” on CBN, the Christian Broadcasting Net-
work.

But the stories about the five years she 
worked alongside Robertson, the conservative 

Christian media mogul and one-time 
Republican presidential candidate, 
are central to Pfeiffer’s new book, 
“Chiseled,” a self-published memoir 
that holds nothing back in its reve-
lations.

Revelations such as having to tell 
her son, when he was in his 20s, that he was the 
result of her being raped when she was 16, and 
that the fiction he had always been told — that 
he was her brother — was just that, a fiction.

The book, Pfeiffer’s third, was 24 years in the 
making.

It’s the story of her life, from growing up the 
daughter of a Polish immigrant in northern Mich-
igan, to enduring two teenage pregnancies, to 

Turn to MEMOIR, Page A4
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Civic: City to spend $412,000 of $4 million price

ovation effort. Last week, 
councilors on a 6-2 vote 
directed Ruiz to enter into 
a purchase and sale agree-
ment with the alliance that 
would allow the city to buy 
the stadium property and 
then immediately sell all 
but a half-acre of it to the 
nonprofit group.

Under the deal, the alli-
ance will contribute $4.088 
million toward the $4.5 
million purchase price, 
with the city chipping in 
$412,000 for a half-acre 
of land and an easement.

For the deal to proceed, 
the alliance by Thursday 
had to have the $4.088 
million in hand, or pro-
vide “assurances” to Ruiz 
by Thursday that it will 
get the entire amount by 
mid-March.

If either of those two 
conditions were met on 
Thursday, Ruiz was to give 
written notice to the school 
district by 5 p.m. today 
“that the city is prepared to 
proceed to closing,” accord-

ing to the agreement with 
the alliance. Those criteria 
appear to have been met.

The Civic Alliance in-
cludes attorney Derek 
Johnson, Kidsports Exec-
utive Director Bev Smith, 
Lane United Footbal l 
Club Managing Director 
Dave Galas, engineer Greg 
Ausland, and Market of 
Choice owner Rick Wright.

The alliance is relying 
on the Oregon Community 
Foundation to help it col-
lect donations for the ac-
quisition.

The foundation’s board, 
which approves charitable 
giving on behalf of donors, 
is scheduled to meet on 
March 17.

Maylian Pak, donor re-
lations officer in the foun-
dation’s Eugene office, on 
Thursday said donations 
made through the founda-
tion will be “a significant 
piece of the $4.088 million.”

As of midafternoon 
Thursday, it appeared that 
six “donor-advised funds” 
that are overseen by the 
Oregon Community Foun-

dation will contribute to 
the property acquisition, 
she said.

Pak declined to say 
what the total amount of 
the six contributions will 
be. “I am working on nail-
ing down a couple of last-
minute details,” she said.

Pak planned to send a 
letter outlining the finan-
cial commitments by email 
to Johnson late Thursday 
afternoon that Johnson 
would provide to Ruiz.

“We are working on a 
letter to the alliance that 
they will take to the city,” 
Pak said.

Under the council - 
endorsed purchase and 
sale agreement with the 
alliance, the city would 
spend $250,000 to buy a 
half-acre of the stadium 
site for a small “pocket 
park,” and $162,000 for 
an easement on a nar-
row strip of land through 
the site from Willamette 
Street to Amazon Park-
way that would be used 
for a future bike and pe-
destrian path.

The alliance would be 
responsible for develop-
ing and maintaining the 
park and bike path. The 
park would be owned by 
the city.

The city would pay 
for the park land with 
$250,000 from the 2006 
voter-approved parks and 
open space bond measure, 
which is paid for by prop-
erty taxes. It had yet to be 
determined where the city 
would get the $162,000 for 
the bike path easement.

Even if  it  acquires 
the stadium property, 
the alliance would have 
to raise millions more 
in donations and grants 
to renovate the wooden 
grandstand, install an arti-
ficial turf athletic field on 
the former baseball field, 
and build the Kidsports 
fieldhouse east of the for-
mer baseball diamond.

Follow Ed on Twitter  
@edwardrusso.  Email 
ed.russo@registerguard.
com.

Continued from Page A1

UO: New response 
to civil rights lawsuit 
still troubles critics

lect fees from the stu-
dent, but was rather 
seeking money from her 
attorneys.

“We didn’t want it to 
look like we had any-
thing against the stu-
dent,” he said of the UO 
dropping the counter-
suit. The UO still is ask-
ing the court to dismiss 
the lawsuit and to rule 
in favor of the university.

C o l t r a n e  s a i d  h e 
hopes the university’s 
move will help the com-
munity focus on the UO’s 
recent efforts to improve 
sexual violence preven-
tion on campus.

Coltrane, however, 
criticized the online pe-
tition that characterized 
the UO as having filed a 
lawsuit against the vic-
tim, as opposed to re-
sponding to an existing 
lawsuit. He said he was 
advised by attorneys that 
it’s routine to counter 
a suit. 

“Their suit  would 
have us pay legal fees, 
and I was told it’s typi-
cal when you respond” to 
also file a counterclaim, 
he said.

High-profile Boul-
der, Colo., attorney John 
Clune, who is represent-
ing the student, along 
with Eugene attorney 
Jennifer Middleton, said 
the UO’s action was the 
first time he had seen 
a school make a coun-
terclaim against a rape 
victim. 

Clune declined fur-
ther comment Thursday.

The student, referred 
to as Jane Doe, filed the 
federal lawsuit in Janu-
ary against the univer-
sity and head basketball 
coach Dana Altman for 
allegedly violating her 
federal civil rights by re-
cruiting Brandon Austin, 
one of the accused play-
ers, after he had previ-
ously been accused of 
rape at Providence Col-
lege in Rhode Island.

The lawsuit argues 
that Altman and the UO 
had “actual knowledge of 
the substantial risk that 
Austin would sexually 
harass other female stu-
dents at UO based upon 
his prior conduct.”

Jane Doe also argues 
that the UO and Alt-
man prioritized winning 
basketball games over 
her claim that she had 
been raped repeatedly by 
the now former players, 
Dam yean Dotson, Domi-
nic Artis and Austin.

The Lane County Dis-
trict Attorney declined to 
file charges against the 
players, citing lack of ev-
idence. The players were 
kicked off the basketball 
team and banned from 
the university for the in-
cident.

The UO filed its re-
sponse and counterclaim 
to the suit on Feb. 9, 
claiming the alleged vic-
tim’s suit is “frivolous, 
unreasonable and with-
out foundation.” 

The UO’s updated re-
sponse does not describe 

Jane Doe’s lawsuit as 
“frivolous,” but still con-
tends that her attorneys 
“filed a lawsuit with un-
founded allegations that 
damage a good man’s 
(Altman’s) reputation in 
an attempt to curry fa-
vor and gain traction 
in the media and cre-
ate pressure for a public 
university to pay a hefty 
sum to (Jane Doe) even 
though it has done noth-
ing wrong.”

The university argues 
that Jane Doe’s allega-
tions threaten not only 
the UO and Altman, “but 
all sexual assault survi-
vors in Oregon’s campus 
community.

“The publication of 
false allegations about 
Oregon’s handling of a 
report of an alleged sex-
ual assault creates a very 
real risk that other sur-
vivors will wrongly be 
discouraged from re-
porting sexual assault 
and sexual harassment 
to Oregon,” which con-
flicts with the goal of a 
federal civil rights law, 
known as Title IX, the 
response said.

Title IX prohibits dis-
crimination on the basis 
of sex in any education 
program or activity. The 
law has been used as a 
basis for action in com-
plaints against univer-
sities regarding their 
handling of rape cases.

UO psychology pro-
fessor Jennifer Freyd 
said that dropping the 
counterc la im was  a 
“good first step,” but still 
was critical of the UO’s 
response, which she ar-
gued still comes across 
as victim-blaming.

“If (Coltrane) doesn’t 
want this to be a dis-
traction, he needs to 
have (the response) be 
corrected yet again so it 
is not blaming the vic-
tim and playing lawyers’ 
games because that’s not 
fixing the problem,” said 
Freyd, a sexual violence 
expert who has publicly 
criticized the UO for its 
response to Jane Doe’s 
case and other sexual 
vio lence cases.

Freyd said the UO’s 
claim that Jane Doe’s 
lawsuit could prevent 
other victims from com-
ing forward “has both-
ered me the most.”

“It’s extremely prob-
lematic,” she said.

Freyd sent a letter to 
Coltrane on Thursday 
evening, expressing her 
concerns. The letter was 
signed by Carol Stabile, a 
journalism and women’s 
and gender studies pro-
fessor, and John Bonine, 
a law professor.

“The university can-
not claim that it is de-
voted to survivors while 
at the same time saying 
that a survivor’s use of 
legal remedies will chill 
reporting by others,” the 
professors wrote.

Follow Josephine on 
Twitter @j_woolington. 
Email josephine.wooling-
ton@registerguard.com.

Continued from Page A1

Memoir: Mom helped hide pregnancy
how she, a self-described liberal 
feminist, wound up on a far-right, 
Christian cable show beamed to 
millions around the globe, to how 
her life finally all came together 
here in the Willamette Valley.

But “Chiseled” did not begin as 
a story about her life — it grew 
out of the story of her father’s 
life.

“I was writing my father’s 
story, because I promised him I’d 
do that, as a little girl,” says 
Pfeiffe r, 66.

John Rylko, an intense, enig-
matic man who made his living 
creating enormous sculptures for 
churches across the country, is at 
the heart of the story.

But it’s what Pfeiffer, who owns 
and manages Pfeiffer Vineyards 
with her husband, Robin Pfeiffer, 
discovered on a mid-1990s trip to 
Poland, her father’s native land, 
that took “Chiseled” in another 
direction.

“The story changed dramati-
cally,” says Danuta Pfeiffer, per-
haps best known locally as the 
inspiration behind those “Men of 
the Long Tom Grange” nude spoof 
calendars from a decade ago that 
raised more than $650,000 for the 
Junction City School District.

You’ll have to read the book to 
know what Pfeiffer discovers about 
the life of her father, who died of 
a heart attack in his early 50s in 
1969.

He enthralled his children with 
bedtime stories and he taught 
them to ski and to read and write 
in his native language, but he also 
whipped them with his belt for 
something as innocent as a mud-
died coat.

He was also a man whom Pfei-
ffer did not want to know she 
was pregnant at 16 in 1965.

She and her mother, Patricia, a 
native Brit who met her husband, 
a Polish soldier, in England (where 
Pfeiffer was born) shortly after 
World War II, kept that secret 
from him by saying she had a 
kidney infection that required 
months of bed rest.

The truth was impossible to 
hide, though, the day she gave 
birth to the boy who would be 
named Paul, for Paul McCartney, 
the heartthrob of most any Ameri-
can girl in the mid-1960s.

But to spare the family from 
embarrassment, Pfeiffer’s mother 
made arrangements for Paul’s 
birth certificate to say that he was 
the fourth child of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Rylko.

“The weight of that lie finally 
collapsed the fragile foundations 
of our family,” Pfeiffer writes.

It’s the second — titled “The 
Black, the Blonde, and the Bap-
tist” — of three parts of “Chis-
eled” that is perhaps the most 
intriguing.

Pfeiffer was co-host on “The 
700 Club” from 1983 to 1988. The 
other co-host, in addition to 
Robert son, was Ben Kinchlow, an 
African-American evangelist.

After hosting a San Diego TV 
morning show, “SunUp San 
Diego,” from 1976 to 1983, Pfeiffer 
made a connection that led her 
to Virginia Beach, Va., CBN’s 
headquarters.

“But no one ever asked me 
about my politics,” Pfeiffer writes. 
“I was converted by association 
from my liberal democratic femi-
nism to conservative Republican 
fundamentalism. I felt like a wolf 
in sheep’s clothing adapting some-
what awkwardly to becoming one 
of the sheep.”

The Washington Times news-
paper would call her “one of the 
most visible women in Christianity 
today.” She ended up on the 
covers of magazines including 
Today’s Christian Woman and 
Christian Life.

And she would eventually be 
asked to heal people.

“People trusted me with a 
blind faith that I found deeply 
unnerving,” Pfeiffer writes.

She also got caught up in Rob-
ertson’s campaign for the Republi-
can party’s nomination for 
president in 1988.

Pfeiffer writes that it was Rob-
ertson who ordered her to tell her 
son, Paul Ryklo, now 48 and 
living and working at Pfeiffer 
Vineyards, the truth after a 
reporter asked Robertson if Paul 
was Pfeiffer’s son.

Pfeiffer says Robertson told her 
“it could be embarrassing to me. 
My co-host having an illegitimate 
child raised as her brother.”

Pfeiffer writes that “protecting 
Pat’s pursuit of the presidency and 
protecting Paul’s identity loomed 
over me like a monstrous shadow.”

She also writes about being 
abruptly let go from “The 700 
Club” in 1988 and Robertson, 
today 84 and chairman of CBN, 
initially refusing to see her about 
it, then eventually telling her the 
reason was his discovery that her 
husband at the time, Kai Soder-
man, had previously been married 
and divorced, twice in fact, and 
“in the eyes of the Lord, he is an 
adulterer.”

Asked for a response from 
Robertson, a CBN spokesman 
emailed a statement that read in 
part: “It is not our company prac-
tice to comment on specifics sur-
rounding the departure of past 
employees. We are surprised by 
these newly made allegations in 
(Pfeiffer’s) self-published memoir, 
but suffice to say, many of her 
claims … are not accurate. We 
prefer to remember Danuta’s 
employment with CBN differently. 
We loved Danuta. Her time with 
us was a delight. The audience 
loved her and, together with Ben 
Kinchlow and Pat Robertson, they 
made a great team.”

After divorcing Soderman after 
the couple moved back to San 
Diego, Pfeiffer came to Oregon 21 
years ago because her brother, 
Rick, and her mother had moved 
to Veneta.

She intended to stay only that 
summer, working on and trying to 
finish the book about her father, 
but met Robin instead through a 
personal ad she placed in The 
Register-Guard. Already 10 years 
into operating his vineyard on the 
land his family has owned since 
1947, he would propose just 12 
days later. The two have been 
together ever since.

Under “Acknowledgements,” 
Pfeiffer thanks all in her life, 
including her husband, who 
played a role in helping her com-
plete the book and for “sculpting” 
her into the person she has 
become.

She also thanks her father 
“who was, after all, just a man, 
whose torments I tried to under-
stand and whose flaws I have 
forgiven as I hope to be forgiven 
for mine.”

Follow Mark on Twitter @Mark 
BakerRG. Email mark.baker 
@registerguard.com.
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