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An Independent Newspaper
The Register-Guard’s policy is the impartial publication in its news pages of all 
news and statements on news. On this page, the editors offer their opinions on 

events of the day and matters of importance, endeavoring to be candid but fair and 
helpful in the development of constructive community policy.  

A newspaper is a CITIZEN OF ITS COMMUNITY.

TRG

Focus on perpetrators
Campus sexual assault isn’t just victims’ problem

M aybe now, as Univer-
sity of Oregon psychol-
ogy professor Jennifer 
Freyd suggests, the UO 

can move beyond arguments over 
the validity of data showing a high 
prevalence of sexual assault on cam-
pus. A massive survey by the Associa-
tion of American Universities mirrors 
Freyd’s findings that nearly one in 
four women are assaulted as UO stu-
dents — and that similar rates are 
found on campuses nationwide. The 
debate over whether it’s happening 
is over. It’s past time to do some-
thing about it.

The AAU contracted to survey 
more than 150,000 students on 27 
campuses, including the UO. The 
prevalence of sexual assault is strik-
ingly uniform — at the UO, 24 per-
cent of undergraduate woman said 
they had experienced “nonconsensual 
sexual contact by force,” and 10.6 per-
cent were victims of non consensual 
sexual penetration. Nationwide, the 
respective figures in those categories 
are 23 percent and 10.8 percent.

The numbers should silence doubt-
ers who say sexual assault isn’t as 
common as is claimed. Even if the 
percentages were reduced by half or 
three-quarters, the problem would 
still be alarmingly serious. The UO 
can’t find solace in the fact that the 
problem is also serious elsewhere — 
indeed, the fact that other campuses 
are also unsafe for women suggests 
that no one has found a way to stop 
or prevent sexual assaults, which 
means the solutions won’t be simple.

The UO is an outlier in one re-
spect: Only about a third of female 
undergraduates at the UO said they 
would expect the university to con-
duct a fair examination of a report 
of sexual assault. Nationwide, nearly 
half would expect a fair investiga-
tion. Such dismal expectations are 
dismaying — half is an unacceptably 
low confidence rate, and one-third is 
worse. The UO, and higher education 
generally, must find ways to improve 

women’s trust in their processes for 
dealing with reports of sexual assault.

“Turning the tide on this is crit-
ical,” said Robin Holmes, the UO’s 
vice president for student life. “Stu-
dents must be aware of the services 
available to them, have confidence 
that they’ll be supported, and be as-
sured that incidents will be investi-
gated swiftly and fairly.”

Holmes is right, as far as she goes 
— awareness, credibility and trust 
are all vital. But she doesn’t go far 
enough. Victims of sexual assault 
should have strong reason to believe 
they’ll get the services they need, but 
even more, students at the UO should 
have reason to believe that they won’t 
become victims of sexual assault in 
the first place. After-the-fact services, 
necessary though they are, deal with 
the consequences. Real progress won’t 
come until universities find ways to 
deal with the cause: the perpetrators 
of sexual violence and abuse.

The perpetrators, mostly men and 
probably much smaller in number 
than their victims, can currently enjoy 
a sense of impunity, and often oper-
ate in an atmosphere of tolerance or 
even approval of their actions. That’s 
what must change. Perpetrators need 
to fear that they’ll be brought to ac-
count, with meaningful sanctions 
to follow. And the social context in 
which they operate must become hos-
tile to sexual violence.

As universities have slowly awak-
ened to the prevalence of sexual as-
sault, concerns have also grown about 
a lack of due process for the accused. 
These concerns are valid, but cannot 
be allowed to soften a university’s re-
sponse to sexual violence. Investiga-
tions and disciplinary actions must be 
fair, while also offering opportunities 
for victims to obtain justice. Trust-
worthy after-the-fact processes are vi-
tal — but sexual violence on campus 
will remain as large a problem as the 
AAU survey found it to be until per-
petrators are deterred, and their con-
duct is ostracized.

V o lkswagen  became the 
world’s largest carmaker 
during the first half of the 
year due to surging sales in 

China. But now there’s reason to ask 
whether the company can survive. 
The case promises to enter business- 
school textbooks as an example of the 
difference between inadvertent and 
deliberate misconduct, and of how 
to destroy one of the planet’s most 
valuable brands overnight.

On Oct. 18, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency accused VW of in-
stalling software in its diesel engines 
to defeat emissions-control tests. The 
software kept tailpipe emissions be-
low permitted levels during testing, 
but switched off pollution controls 
under normal driving conditions, re-
sulting in emissions of up to 40 times 
the legal limit. The company could 
face fines of up to $18 billion for vio-
lations of the Clean Air Act. VW’s CEO 
admitted wrongdoing by his company, 
and resigned Wednesday.

The EPA’s fines are just the be-
ginning. The test-defeating software 
was installed in 11 million vehicles 
sold worldwide from 2009 to 2015. 
Criminal or civil investigations are 
underway in half a dozen countries. 
Class action lawsuits are already tak-
ing shape. Volkswagen faces years of 
fines, court fights and recalls, and a 
path to recovery is nowhere in sight.

VW is not the first automaker to 
deal with costly mistakes.

In September, General Motors was 
forced to pay $900 million in crim-
inal penalties because of faulty igni-
tion switches — a defect the company 
knew about but would not admit un-
til after nearly 150 people were killed. 

Six years ago Toyota got into simi-
lar trouble because sticky gas ped-
als caused uncontrolled acceleration 
in some of its cars, and brought an 
end to a U.S. Department of Justice 
investigation by paying $1.2 billion in 
a settlement last year.

But VW’s case is different. Neither 
GM nor Toyota set out to deceive their 
customers and environmental regu-
lators — the flaws in their products 
were inadvertent. The corner-cutting 
by GM and Toyota that caused the 
initial mistakes was compounded by 
cover-ups and denials, but with VW 
an intent to cheat was there from 
the beginning.

A recall of the 11 million vehicles 
would be staggeringly expensive. Any 
retrofit to bring the diesel engines 
into compliance with emissions stan-
dards is likely to affect fuel economy, 
performance or both. Many people 
who bought VWs were attracted by 
the “clean diesel” claim, and won’t be 
satisfied with a recall — they’ll want 
their money back.

A recall, even if it can correct the 
emissions problem at a price the com-
pany can afford to pay, would not 
bring an end to VW’s problems. The 
deception will leave a lasting stain of 
distrust — the first question that car-
buyers and regulators alike will ask 
is whether they can believe the com-
pany’s claims.

VW gained a solid reputation by 
offering high-quality products for de-
cades. It has now shown that the 
work of decades can be undone over-
night. It’s hard to see how the com-
pany can emerge from this shadow 
anytime soon — and it’s possible that 
it may be unable to emerge at all.

EDITORIALS

Volkswagen totaled 
Carmaker cheated on EPA emissions tests

with others like we’d never seen before. 
Today, he has a good job, owns a home, 
and has a beautiful family of his own.

Little did I know that Head Start 
would also open up a window of oppor-
tunity for me. After volunteering during 
my son’s first year, the Head Start teach-
ers and staff encouraged me to return to 
school to get my GED. My son’s positive 
experience sparked an interest in early 
childhood education. I decided to enter 
the teacher training program and went 
on to earn my associate degree in early 
childhood education.

Today, I’m a Head Start teacher in 
Oakridge, where I see, year after year, 
many children succeed thanks to having 
an opportunity for early learning.

It’s clear to me that my life, and per-
haps my three children’s lives, could have 
taken another course. What a difference a 
Head Start can make! Here’s to another 
50 years of making a difference for Or-
egon children and their families.

LAURIE O’NEILL
Oakridge

Let’s forgo the self-congratulations

I don’t know what tooting one’s own 
horn about past professions and partici-
pation in volunteer causes has to do with 
the Oakleigh Meadow Cohousing fiasco.

Do the letter-writers believe their no-
ble acts give them the right to destroy 
a greenway, floodplain and river system? 
Invade an established neighborhood? Dis-
obey city and state codes and laws?

The Oakleigh Lane neighborhood is 
full of hardworking professional people 
who also volunteer and help their fellow 
neighbors and the community we love 
and live in. We don’t feel it necessary to 
pat ourselves on the back and start ev-
ery conversation with a resume on what 
great acts we’ve done in the past.

We choose to stick to the facts, and 
the facts are that the OMC project is way 
too big to be safe, to fit in, and to be 
the “small green footprint on the land” 
its supporters claim it to be.

TOM SIMS
Eugene

A comic strip one could relate to

We appreciate The Register-Guard’s 
publication of Jan Eliot’s “Stone Soup” 
comic strip all these years (“ ‘Stone 
Soup’ creator retiring daily comic strip,” 
Sept. 23).

We’ve related to the many family 
events she drew in her strip — she de-
serves some rest and more family time 
now. We wish her the best.

ROGER NESS 
PAT NESS
Eugene

Trump’s supporters lack depth

Donald Trump has made a profound 
impression on the Republican landscape, 
as the polls indicate. 

But those same polls show that more 
than 50 percent of Republicans believe 
President Obama is a Muslim who was 
born in Africa.

The Donald has asserted that same 
inanity and allegedly sent investigators 
to Hawaii to try to substantiate it.

Gee, I wonder how that turned out? 
If we just had more of Trump’s ele-

ment in our society, we could be “great” 
again. The intellectually challenged, in-
veterate and invidious Republican base 
has demonstrated that being a mile wide 
and an inch deep is neither a flaw nor 
a deficit. 

Why do most of the other Repub-
lican presidential candidates and their 
media supporters tiptoe around Trump? 
Because he’s rich.

Those same people would never give 
Trump the time of day if he weren’t 
wealthy and hadn’t bought most of them. 
Trump has asserted that several times 
and no one has disputed it (thank you, 
Chief Justice John Roberts — money 
does corrupt).

While Trump’s entertainment factor 
allows him to grab airtime, it’s also a 
sad commentary on the shallowness of 
some Americans’ grasp of reality.

Problem-solving isn’t done with sound 
bites in a vacuous one-hour TV segment 
that’s interspersed with Viagra commer-
cials. Money and madness: Is it the Amer-
ican dream, or the American nightmare?

LESLIE MARTI
Eugene

Roosevelt boosted U.S. imperialism

Far more important than a school’s 
name is the lessons it teaches. Jenoge 
Khatter described Teddy Roosevelt as far 
from the cuddly figure of his namesake 
stuffed bear (“New school deserves new 
name,” Sept. 16).

TR was a virulent racist and key ac-
tor launching America’s mass-murderous, 
20th century international imperial-
ism after we ethnically cleansed indige-
nous America and stole half of Mexico 
in the 19th.

But The Register-Guard suggests we 
not judge Teddy’s “retrograde attitude” by 
“modern sensibilities” (Sept. 22).

Unfortunately, our sensibilities haven’t 
matured. Since Teddy, our racist empire 
has raged unabated, cheered on by re-
lentless propaganda declaring American 
exceptionalism at the expense of “gooks” 
and “hajis.”

We planted 1,400 military bases in 
other countries, killed and tortured mil-
lions in Southeast Asia and South and 
Central America during the 1950s-1980s, 
inflicted chaos on Afghanistan, destroyed 
two Arab countries and are destroying 
two more.

Nevertheless, Roosevelt, Henry Kiss-
inger and Barack Obama unaccountably 
received Nobel Peace Prizes.

As national security adviser and secre-
tary of state, Kissinger facilitated massive 
war crimes in Vietnam, Cambodia, Indo-
nesia, Bangladesh and South America.

Obama destroyed the well-developed, 
secular socialist nation of Libya, commit-
ted more than 2,500 drone killings, and 
wages devastating proxy wars in Syria 
and Yemen. 

Public acceptance of ruthless imperi-
alism and its propaganda requires and 
reflects a racist society. To reverse that 
monstrous course, we must awaken from 
self-satisfaction and grotesque distortions 
of U.S. history and educate truthfully.

Where better to start than Eugene’s 
schools and Nobel Peace Park, where in-
convenient truths remain largely hidden?

JACK DRESSER
Springfield

Warming will require new habits

U.N. Climate Chief Christiana Figue-
res admitted recently that we will exceed 
2 degrees Celsius of global warming this 
century. Now we face a temperature in-
crease well over 2 degrees, to at least 
3 degrees and perhaps 4 degrees Cel-
sius by 2100.

A World Bank study says three or four 
degrees of global warming can mean lo-
cal temperature increases up to 9 degrees 
Celsius (16 degrees Fahrenheit) in places 
such as the Mediterranean basin or the 
East Coast of the United States. At 3 or 
4 degrees, many believe civil society may 
collapse, and that organized governments 
will become ineffective. 

One might imagine that warming 
won’t be a big deal, but consider forests 
— the key vegetation here in Western Or-
egon. Beverly Law and Richard Waring 
wrote: “For the tree species that extend 
their northern limits into the province, 
the projected change in climate is so 
rapid that these species would have to 
migrate at over 100 kilometers per de-
cade (6.2 miles per year) to keep up 
with the projected shift in their cur-
rent climatic niche before the end of 
this century.”

We pretend global warming doesn’t 
exist. We buy more than 16 million new 
vehicles each year. We’re addicted to 
burning fossil fuels.

It’s time to park our cars, take the 
bus, ride our bikes or walk. That’s harsh, 
but it’s our only choice. Governments 
have completely failed to mitigate emis-
sions and we have to choose to protect 
our climate ourselves. It’s perfectly clear 
that no organization will protect it for us.

TOM GIESEN
Eugene

Early education makes a difference

As Head Start celebrates its 50th an-
niversary this year, I can’t help but re-
flect on the impact it’s had on my life 
by giving my children a high-quality early 
childhood education and putting me on 
the path to self-sufficiency.

Head Start was the only way I could 
ensure my son received quality early 
learning, as well as a host of other crit-
ical services. He received speech therapy 
and began to open up and freely interact 
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